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Climate Change Education in Canada
Key Insights from Research

• The majority of Canadians believe that 
more time on climate change education 
is needed.

• Students widely believe that climate 
change is happening, but do not express 
confidence that anything can be done 
about it.

• Educators want to teach climate change, 
but they need more training to connect 
climate change to their courses.

• Community partners continue to play a 
key role in climate change education.
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Our Role

Pre-2019
• Climate change embedded in existing programs in age-

appropriate ways and linked to provincial curriculum

2019
• Introduced new programs

• Climate Escape at the Nature Centre
• Two sessions for teachers at Sheppard’s Bush

2020
• COVID-19 posed a significant challenge in maintaining 

momentum
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Scaling Up

Collaborated with Integrated Watershed Management 
team in 2020 to focus on strategy recommendations 
specifically related to education:
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Effective Strategies for Climate Change 
Education

Make it personally relevant and local
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Effective Strategies for Climate Change 
Education continued

Expand beyond the individual-focused solutions



7

Effective Strategies for Climate Change 
Education con’t

Take an opportunities-
focused approach instead of 
a challenge-focused 
approach



8

1. Free Climate Change Presentation 
for Grade 7-8 Educators

• A curriculum-linked presentation and Teacher Guide

• Easy-to-implement for teachers with minimal preparation

• Provide students with a local context to climate change and show 
how local agencies are responding
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2. Integrated Learning Program with 
YRDSB
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2. Integrated Learning Program with 
YRDSB continued
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2. Integrated Learning Program with 
YRDSB (continued)
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2. Integrated Learning Program with 
YRDSB con’t
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3. Free Guided Hikes
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3. Free Guided Hikes continued

“We were a group 
coming from multiple 
different backgrounds, 
and it was great to 
unite with a specific 
interest in climate 
change and its local 
effects” 
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4. Lake Simcoe Sessions Podcast

• A listenable learning 
journey

• Five episodes, launched 
this month

• Available on Spotify, 
Apple, Google Podcasts, 
etc
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Next Steps

• Analyze various 
initiatives

• Remain responsive
• Plan for 2022 
• Stay focussed on 

final design of new 
Nature Centre as a 
teaching tool and 
demonstration site 


